
Transition Examples (55b)

Transitions must be used between clauses, sentences, and paragraphs to help the reader move between ideas easily.  It is your job as a writer to clearly show the relationship between those ideas, and while there are many transitions from which to choose (see handout 55a), they are not interchangeable.  Also remember that punctuation often differs with transitions.

Addition/Comparison Use

· Margaret is a dedicated mother to her children; in addition, she is a talented professor. 

· Margaret is a dedicated mother to her children, and she is a talented professor. 

· Margaret is a dedicated mother to her children; moreover, she is a talented professor.

· In addition to being a dedicated mother, Margaret is also a talented professor.

· Margaret is not only a dedicated mother, but a talented professor as well.

· Besides being a dedicated mother, Margaret is also a talented professor.

Contrast Use

· Bob wants to earn his doctorate, but he hasn't been accepted into a program.

· Bob wants to earn his doctorate; however, he hasn't been accepted into a program.

· While Bob wants to earn his doctorate, he hasn't been accepted into a program.

· Despite the fact that Bob wants to earn his doctorate, he hasn't been accepted....

· Even though Bob wants to earn his doctorate, he hasn't been accepted into a program.

Cause/Effect/Purpose Use

· Karine interned last semester; therefore, she worked in the center only ten hours.

· Karine interned last semester; as a result, she worked in the lab only ten hours.

· Karine interned last semester; consequently, she worked in the lab only ten hours.

· Karine interned last semester, so she worked in the lab only ten hours.

Order/Sequence Use

· First, we must consider all the applicants; then, we can decide.

· To start with, we must consider all the applicants.  After that, we can decide.

· Initially, we must consider all the applicants before we can decide.

· First of all, we must consider all the applicants; subsequently, we can decide.

